Rivera High School

6955 FM 802

Brownsville, TX 78521
________________________________________________________________________

English I STAMP Syllabus
Teacher: Mrs. C. Sierra

Room Number: F110
Room Phone Number: (956) 698-1214

Conference Period: 1st period 
Planning/Lunch: 3rd/ 5th 
Email Address: csierra@bisd.us
Course Description:
English I consists of grammar and vocabulary skills, selected readings in American and British literature, various writing styles that may require research, and a variety of critical discourse requiring higher order thinking skills. Students will become familiar with several literary genres – fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, etc - thus allowing them to expand their vocabulary as well as their comprehension skills. 

Most importantly, this Pre-AP program is designed to give students the skills necessary to be successful in the AP Language and Literature exams taken your junior and senior year; passing these exams grant your college credit.  Although it might seem far away, your preparation begins NOW! 
Materials:
Literature Texas Treasures by Glencoe
3 ring 2” to 3” binder

6 tab dividers (Vocabulary, Notes, Grammar, Daily Work, Essays/Tests, STAAR)
Loose leaf paper and a writing tool (pencil or pen)
Spiral or Composition Notebook

Post it notes (small size is fine)

Flash Drive (highly recommended)

School ID to check out books

Other materials may be needed for specific projects later on throughout the year.

Goals and Expectations: By the end of this class, students will have a broader knowledge of literature, research, grammar, vocabulary, and writing. To achieve this goal, everyone must come prepared to class, which involves bringing their materials and completing their homework assignments.
Classroom Rules: 






1. Treat others with respect








2. Be on time 
3. Be prepared when you come to class

4. Expect some type of warm up when you enter class; therefore, you must be working when the bell rings

5. Be attentive and respectful of others’ opinions 

Attendance Policy: Attending class is very important, for in-class learning plays a large role in a student’s success; however, if absences cannot be avoided, each student will be responsible for his/her missed assignments. Feel free to consult me before class or during my planning period to obtain all missed work. Don’t expect me to remind you about all of your missed work (Note: 9 or more absences will result in loss of credit regardless of class average).
Late Work Policy: Because emergencies and/or daily obstacles do occur, late work will be accepted. However, 10 points will be deducted for each day. Note: Students with excused absences have the same number of days absent to make up the missed work.
Re-test Policy: You will have five days from the day I return a test to complete a re-test. I will follow BISD policy (the highest grade you can earn on a re-test is a 70) Note: Major project grades and out-of-class essays do not have to be re-tested.   

Plagiarism Policy: Any work deliberately plagiarized will automatically receive a 0.
Grade Distribution: The six weeks average will be weighted as follows:



Daily Assignments: 

33.3%




Major Assignments/Tests: 
66.7%
STAAR (End of Course): You are mandated to take the state assessment: STAAR. It is a test aligned with college readiness, and although more challenging, proper preparation will allow all of you to excel. NOTE: These tests count towards your graduation. (English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology, and U.S. History) 
Final Note: The following is a snapshot of major projects and novels covered in class and out of class.
Of Mice and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, House on Mango Street, MS Trial, So Far From the Bamboo Grove “A Raisin in the Sun,” Pride and Prejudice, “Romeo and Juliet”  (Other short stories, poems, and plays)
**This list is subject to change by teacher any time throughout the year**

Major Projects:

Rhetorical Appeals Commercial Project (6th six weeks) (requires some type of video camera)
Thug Notes Project

Animoto Book Trailer

Edmodo will be used!

Write Down Your Edmodo Group Code:

2nd period: _____________________________________

4th period: _____________________________________

6th period: _____________________________________

7th period: _____________________________________

8th period: ______________________________________
